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the history of the Crusades; the first cradle of which
was Spain, and which raged afterwards in the East at
the same time they raged in Spain. The hattle of
Al-Zallaka meant, in fact, more than the defeat of the
king of Castille and the victory of the Petty Kings
and their allies the Almoravides. The religious
eruption of the Almoravides which swept over the
deserts of Mauritania, in a short time, and afterwards
crossed the sea to Spain to succour the Muslim states
at the beginning and to wrest them, afterwards, from
the Petty Kings, was so violent that it inspired Chris-
tendom with apprehension. Christendom saw in its
violence this imminent danger which threatened more
than once to overwhelm the Christian countries
beyond the Pyrenees. Muslim Spain was raged with a
similar outburst on two occasions after the battle of
Tours and the deliverance of Christendom by Karl
Martel in 732 A.D, the first in the reign of Al-Nasir
li-Din Allah and the second in the reign of Al-Hajib
al-Mansur. In both cases Christian Spain was repuls-
ed beyond the northern mountains, and Islam pene-
trated into the farthest parts of Spain.
The Muslim historians themselves feel the grav-
ity of this battle and its religious character. They mix
its incidents with a number of spiritual legends. Thus
it is said that when Yousef ibn Tashfin embarked and
the storm raged, he prayed to God to calm it; he said :
" God I if what I am doing is right, and if my journey
is for the good of Islam, calm the waves. But if what
I am doing is an evil which will injure Islam, let these
waves express Thy holy wish." The waves subsided
soon after this supplication and a favourable wind
drove the ship towards Andalusia.8 Also that when
the king of Castille was making preparations to fight
the Muslims" he had several terrible dreams. He
dreamt that he was riding an elephant on the sides of
which drums were hanging which made a terrible noise
when beaten and that a Muslim Faqih (theologian)